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1>RJEFACE. 



I H I s difcourfe, and thofe on the Evidences of Di^ 
vine Revelation, which will be publiflied about the 
fame time, being the laft of my labours in this coun- 
-Cry, I hope my friends, and the public, will indulge 
me while I give the reaFons of their i^eing the laft, in 
confequence of my having at length, after much he- 
sitation, and now with rcluiStance^ come to a rcfolu- 
tion to leave this kingdom. 

After the riots in Birmingham, it was tKe expec- 
tation, and evidently the wifh, of many perfons, that 
r fliould immediately fly to France, or America. 
Bat I had no confcioufnefi of guilt to induce mc to 
fly my country*. On the contrary, I came diredly 
to London, and inftantly, by means of my friend 
Mr. Ruflell, fignified to the king's miniftersj that I 

• If, inflcad of flying from lawlefs violence, i had'^^een ByUig 
from public juftice, I could doc have been purfued wi;h mort 
rancour> nor could my friends have been jnorc anxious for my 
Tafety. One man, who happened to fee me on horfeback on one 
of the nights in which I efcaped irom Birmingham, exprefled 
his regret that he had not taltea me, expc<^ing probably fomc 
confidcrable'reward, when, as he faid, it was fo eafy for him to 
have done it. My friends carncftly advifed me to difguife myfc^ 
11^ I was going to London. But all that was done in that way 
was taking a place for me in the mail coach, which I enr^red at 
Worcefter, in another name than my own. However, the friend 
who had the courage to receive me in London had liioiightlt 
&ec8ff«iry to provide a dreff that fliould difguife me, and alfo a 
method of making my eicape, in cafe the houfe fiiovld have been 
attacked on my account^ and for.fome time my friends would not 
fuffcr m« to appear in tlw ilrects. 
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was there, and ready, if they thought proper, to be 
interrogated on the fubjeft of the riot. But no no- 
. tice was taken of the meflage, 

111 treated as I thought 1 had been, not merely by 
?he populace of Birmingham, for they were the mere 
tools of their fuperiors, but. by the country in gene- 
ral, which evidently exulted in our fufFerings, and 
afterwards by the reprefentatives of the nation, who 
refufed to inquire into the caufe of them, I own 1 was 
not without deliberating upon the fubjeft of emigra- 
tion y and feveral flattering propofals were made me^^ 
cfpecially frpm France, which was then at peace 
within itfelf, and with all the world \ and I was at one 
time much Inclined to go thither, on account of its 
nearnefs to England, the ^greeablenefs of its climate, 
and my having many friends there. 

But I likewife confidcrcd that, if I went thither, 
I fhould have no employment of the kind to which 
I had been accuftomed ; and the feafon of a6tive life 
not being, according to the courfe of nature, quite 
over, I wifhed to make as much ufe of it as I could, 
I therefore determined to continue in England^ ex- 
pofed as I was not only to unbounded obloquy and 
infult, but to every kind of outrage ; and after my in- 
vitation to fucceed my friend Dr. Price, I had no 
hefitation about it. Accordingly I took up my rc- 
fidence ^yhcre I now am^ though fo prevalent was 
the idea qf my jnfecurity, that I was not able to take 
the hpufe in my own namej and when a friend of 
mine took it in his^ it was with much difficulty that, 
jftcr foxne time, the landlord was prevailed upon tq 

transfer 
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kransfcr the leafe to me. He cxpreffed his apprc- 
henfions, not only of the houfe that I occupied being 
demolifhed, - biit alfo i capital houfe in which he ' 
himfelf refides, at the difiance of no lefs than twenty 
miles from London, whither he fuppofed the riotcri 
Would go next, merely for fufFering me to live in a 
houfe dibis. 

But even this does not give fuch an idea of the 
danger that not only myfclf, but every perfon, and 
every thing, that had the flightefi connexion with! 
me, were fuppofed to be in, as the following. The 
itnanagers of one of the priricipal charities among the 
Diffentcrs applied to me to preach their annual fer- 
moii, and 1 had confented. But the treafurer, a mart 
of fortune, who knew nothing more of me than my 
name, was fo much alarmed at it, that he declared 
he could not fleep^ I therefore, to his great reliefi 
declined preaching at all. 

When it was known that I was fctded where I 
now am, feveral of my friends, who lived near me, 
t^ere ferioufly advifcd to remove their papers, and 
other moft valuable effefts, to fome place of greater 
fafety in London. On the 14th of July* 1792, it 
was talvcn for granted by many of the neighbours, 
that my houfe was to come down, jufl: as at Bir- 
mingham the year before* When the Hackney affp- 
ciation ^as formed, feveral fervants in t;he neigh* 
bourhood adhially removed their goods ; and when 
there was fome polirical meeting at the houfe of Mri"> 
Breillat, though about two miles from my houfe, a 
woman whofe daughter was fcrvant in the houfe 

a J contiguous 
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contiguous to mine, came to her miftrcfs, to entreat* 
that (he might be out of the way ,• and it was not 
without much diiEculty that Ihe was pacified, and^ 
prevailed upon. to continue in the houfe,Jier miftrcfs 
feying that Ihe was as fafe as herfelf. 

On feveral other occafions the neighbourKood has. 
been greatly alarmed' on account of my being fo near 
them. Nor was this without apparent reafon. I could: 
name a pcrfon,.and to appearance a reputable tradeC- 
man, who,, in the company of his friends, in the hearing 
of one of my late congregation at Birmingham, but 
withoutknowing him to be fiich, declared that, in cafe 
ef any difturbanccj. they would immediately come to« 
Hackney^ evidently for the purpofe of mifchief. In 
this ftate of things^, it. is not to be wondered at, that, 
of many fervants who were recommended to me,, 
and fome that werje adually hired, very^ few couId>; 
for a long ttme,,be prevailed upon.to Itve with me. 

Thefe fads not only fhcw how general was the- 
idea of my particular infecurity in. this country; but: 
what is of much more confequence, and highly in- 
terefting to the country at large,, an idea of the ge- 
neral difpofition to rioting and violence that prevails 
in it, and that the Diflenters 4ire the objefts of it. . 
Mr. Pitt very juftly obferved, in his Ipeech on the- 
fubjeft of the riots in Birmingham,, that it was " the 
^ cfFervefcence of the public mind.'" Indeed the 
cfFervefcible matter has exifted in.this country ever 
fince the civil wars in the time of Charles I. and it 
was particularly apparent in the reign of queen Ann. 
But the power of government under the former princes 

of ^ 
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of the Houfc of Hanover pFcventcd its doing any 
mifchief. The late events (hew that this power i» 
no longer exerted as it ufed to be> but tkat| oft the 
contrary, there prevails an idea, well or ill fbundec^ 
that tumultuary proceedings agatnft Diflenter^ witt 
not receive any effeftual dilcouragement After 
what has taken place with reiped to Birming^m> 
all idea of much hazard for infulcing and abufing the 
DiiTenters is entirely vanifhed; whereas the difpo« 
fitlon to injure the Catholics was effeftyally checked 
by the proceedings of the year 1780. From that 
time tb^ have been fafe, and I rejoice in ic But 
^frorn the year 179 1, the Differiters have been more 
expofed to infult and outrage than ever. 

Having fixed myfelf at Clapton; unhinged, as I 
had been, and having loft the labour of feveral years; 
yet flattering myfelf that I fhould end my days here, 
I took a long leafe of my houfe, and expended a con- 
fidcrable fum in improving it. I alfo determined, 
with the iffiftance of my friends, to refumc my philo- 
fophical and other purfuits j and after an interruption 
amounting to about two years, it was with a pleafure 
that I cannot defcribe, that I entered my new labora- 
tory, and began the moft common preparatory pro- 
ceffcs, with a view to fome original inquiries. With 
what fuccefs I have laboured, the public has already 
in fome meafure feen, and may fee more hereafter. 

But though I did not choofe (notwithftanding I 
found myfelf jcxpofed to continual infult) to |eave my 
native c6untry, I found it ncccflary to provide fiw 
&y fons clfcwhcrc. My eldcft fjjii wai fettled in » 

a 4 bufinds. 
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bufmefsy which promifed to be very advantageous, at 
Manchefter; but his partner, though a man of 11- 
bcralicy bimfclf, informed him, on perceiving the 
general prevalence of the fpirit which produced the 
riots in Birmbgham, that,, owing to his relationfhip 
to mey he 'was under the neceflSty of propofing a fe- 
paratiDn> which, accordingly took place. 

On* this he had an invitation to join another con- . 
nexion, in a bufinels iil. which, the fpirit of party 
could not have much, afieded him ^ but he declined 
it» And after he had been pcefcnt at the affizes at 
Warwick, he conceived fuch an idea of this country,, 
thaj; I do not believe that any propofal, however ad- 
vantageous> would have induced him to continue in 
it; fo much was he afFedted on perceiving his father 
treated as I had been. 

Determining to gp to America, where he had na 
profpeft but that of beings a farmer, he wifhed to 
Ipend a fhort time with a perfon who has gready dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in that way> and one who from, 
his own general principles, and his friendftiip for 
myfelf, would have given him the beft advice and 
affiftanee in his power.: He, however, declined it, 
and acknowledged fomc time after, that had it beea 
known, as it muft have been, to his landlord, that 
he had k Ion of mine with him, he feared he Ihould 
have been turned out of his form. 

My fccond fon> who was prcfent both at the riot^ 
and the affizes, felt more indignation ftill, and wil- 
lingly liftened to a propofal to fettle in France; and 
there his reception was but too flattering. However,. 

on 
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en the breaking out of the war with this country, all 
mercantile proipefts being fulpended, he wiflicd to 
go to America. There his eldcft and youngeft 
brother have joined him, and they are now looking 
out for a fetdemcnt, having as yet no fixed views. 

The nccefllty I was under of fending my fons out 
of this country, was my principal inducement to {ttA 
the litde property that I had out of it too^ fo that I 
bad nothing in England befides my libraiy, appa- 
ratus, and houfehold goods* By this^ I felt myfelf 
greatly relieved, k being of little confequence where 
a man already turned fixry ends his days. Whatever 
good or evil I have been capable of^ is now chiefly 
done; and I truft that the fame confcioufncfs of inte- 
grity, which has lupported me hitherto, will carry me 
through any thing that may yet be referved for me. 
Seeing, however, no great profpeft of doing much, 
good, or having much enjoyment, here, I am now 
preparing to follow my fons ; hoping to be of fomc 
ufe to them in their prefent unfettled ftate, and that. 
Providence may yet, advancing in years as I am,, 
find me fome Iphere of ufefulnefs along with them. 

As to the great odium that I have incurred, the 
charge o(feditmu or niy being an enemy to the con- 
ftitution or peace of my country, is a mere pretence 
for it ; though it has been fo much urged, that it is 
now generally believed, and all attempts to unde- 
ceive the public with refpedl to it avail nothing at. 
all. The whole courfe of my ftudies, from early 
life, Ihews how little politics of any kind have bcea 
my object:. Indeed to have written fo much as I 

have 
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have in theology y and ta have done {o much in expert-^ 
mental fhilofophyy and at the fame time to have had 
my mind occupied, as it is fuppofed to have been, 
with faftious politics, I muft have had faculties more . 
than human. Let any perfbn only taft his eye over 
the long lift of my publications, and he will fee that 
they relate almoft wholly to theology, philofophy, or 
general literature. 

I did, however, when I was a younger man, and 
, before it was in my power to give much attention 
to philofophical piirfuits, write a fmall anonymous 
political pamphlet, on the State of Liberty in this^ 
Country^ about the time of Mr. Willces's eleftion for 
Middlefex, which gained nie the acquaintance, and I 
may fay the friendfhip, of Sir George Savile, and 
which I had die happinefs to enjoy as long as he 
lived. 

At the requeft alfo of Dr. Franklin and Dr. Fo- 
Ahergill, I wrote an addrefs to the DifTenters on the 
fubjefl: of the approaching rupture with America, a 
pamphlet which Sir George Savile, and my other 
friends, circulated in great numbers, and it was 
thought with fomc effect. 

Afct T this I entirely ceafed to write any thing on 
the fubjed of politics, except as far as the bufinefs of 
the Teji ASly and of Civil EJlabliJhments of Religion ^ 
had a connexion with politics. And though, at the 
recommendation of Dn Price, I was prefendy after 
this taken into the family of the Marquis of Lanf- 
downe, and I entered into almoft all his views, as 
thinking them juft and liberal, I nevpr wrote a finglc 

pamphlet. 
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pampliler, or even a paragraph in a ncwfpapcr^ all 
iht time that I was wkh him». which was fcven years^ 

I never preached a poKticaf fermon in my life, un- 
fcfs fuch as, I believe, all Efificnters ufually preach 
on the fifth of November,, in favour o( civil and re^ 
ligious liberty y may be laid to be political. And 0f> 
(hefe oGcafibns, I am confident,, that I never ad- 
^ainced any fentiment but fuch as,, till of late years^ 
would have tended tO' recommend^ rather than- 
i^endcr me obnoxious, to ihofe who direft che admi- 
Biftration of this country. And the doftrincs whicb 
I adopted when youngs and which, were even populair 
then (except with the clergy^ who were at that time^ 
generally difaffeded to the family on the throne) I 
cannot abandon^ merely becaufe the times are fcx 
changed, that they are now become unpopular, and 
the expreflion and communication of them hazardous.. 

Farther,, thou^. I by ho means difapprove ot 
&cietics for political information, fuch as are now 
every where difcountenanccd,. and generally fup- 
preffed, I never was a member of any of them; nor,. 
. indeed, did I ever attend any public meeting, if E 
could decently avoid it> owing: to habits acquired in 
ftudious and retired life. 

From a miftake of my talents and difpofition, I 
was invited by many of the departments in France,, 
to rtprcfent them in the prefent National Conven- 
tion, after I had been made a citizen of France,, on-, 
account of my being confidered as one who had been 
perfccuted for my attachment to the caufe of liberty^ 
here. But though tlic invitation was repeated with 
t the 
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the moft flattering Importunity, I never hcfitatcdt 

about declining it. 

I can farther fay with refpe<?l to politics, concern- 
ing which I believe every Englifhman has fome 
opinion or other (and at prefcnt, owing to the pe- 
culiar nature of the prefent war, it is almoft the only 
topic of general qonvcrfation) that, except in com- 
pany, I hardly ever think of the fubjeft, my reading, 
meditation, and writing, being almoft wholly en- 
groffed by theology, and philofophy ; and of late, as 
for many years before the riots in Birmingham, I 
have fpent a very great proportion of my time, as 
my friends well know, in my laboratory. 

IC then, my real crime has not been Jeditioriy or 
treajoriy what has it been? For every effe5l muft 
have fome adequate cauJcT, and therefore the odium 
that I have incurred muft have been owing to fomc- 
thing in my declared fentiments, or conduft, that has 
fcxpofed^ me to it. In my own opinion, it cannot 
have been any thing but my open hoftility to the 
doftrines of the eftabliftied church, and more cfpe- 
cially to all civil eftablifliments of religion whatever* 
This has brought upon me the implacable refent- 
ment of the great body of the clergy; and they have 
found other methods of oppofmg me befides argU'- 
menty and that ufe of the frejs which is equally open 
to us all. They have alfo found an able ally and 
champion in Mr. Burke, who (without any provo- 
cation except that of anfwering his book on the 
French Revolution) has taken feveral opportunities^ 
®f inveighing againft me, in a place where he knowS' 

I carmot 
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I cannot reply to him, and from which he alfo 
knows that his accufation will reach every corner of 
the country, •and confcqiiently thoufands of perfons, 
who will never read any writings of mine*. They 
have had another, and ftill more effeftual vehicle 
of their abufe in what are called the treafury newf- 
papers^ and other popular publications. 

By thefe and other means, the fame party Ipirit 
which was the caufe of the riots in Birmingham, has 
been inCreafing ever fmce, efpecially in that neighs 
bourhood \ a remarkable inflance of which may be 
feen in a Letter addreffed, but not fent, to me from 
Mr. Foley ^ reSlor of Stourbridge^ who acknowledge^ 
the fatisfaftion that he and his brethren have re- 
ceived from oi)e of the grofleft and coarfeft pieces 
of abufe of me that has yet appeared, which, as a 
curious Ipecimeq of the kind, I inferted in the Ap^ 
fendix of my AfpedU and in which I am reprefented 
as no better than Guy Fawkes, or the devil himfel£ 
This very Chriftian divine recommends to the mem- 
bers of the eftablifhed church to decline all commer- 
cial dealings with Diffenters, as an efFeftual method 
of exterminating them. Defoe's Sh^teft Way with the 

• Mr. Burke having faid in the Houfc of Commons, that 
f* I was made a citixcn of France on account of ray dccJarei 
f hoftility to the conftitution of this country,'* I, in the public 
t>aperj>, denifed the charge, and called upon him for the proofs of 
it. As he made no reply, in the preface to my F<.ft Sermon of 
the lad year, I faid, p. 9, that 'f it fufficiently appeared that he 
,** had neither ability to maintain his charge, nor virtue to retraft 
" it.*' A year more of (ilence on his part having now elapfcd, 
^is is become more evident than before, 

/ Diffenters^ 



IHJfeniers*^ wonlcl have taught him a more effeftoal 
method ftilL And yet diis Mr. Foley, whom I nevcT 
faw, and who coold not have had any particular caufe 
of enmity xo roc, had, like Mr. Madan of Birming* 
ham, a ohaxa&er for liberality. What, then, have wc 
Co expcft from others, when we find fo much bigotry 
and rancour in fuch men as thefe ? 

Many timest by the encouragement of perfons 
from wham better things might have been cx- 
pcfled, I have been burned in effigy along with 
Mr. Paine; and numberlefs infulting and threat- 
icning letters have been fcnt to me from aU parts 
cf the kingdom. It is not poQible for any man 
to have condufted himfelf more peaceably than I 
have done all the time that I have lived at Clapton, 
yet it has not exempted me not only from the worft 
fufpicions, but very grofs.infults. A very friendly 
and innocent dub, which I found in the place, has 
been <x)nfidcred as Jacobine chiefly on my account; 
and at one time there was caufe of apprehenfion that 
I fhould have been brought into danger for lending- 
one of Mr. Paine's books. But with feme difficulty « 
the neighbourhood was fatisfied that I was innocent. 

As nothing had been pafd to me on account of 
'damages in the riot, when I publifhed the fecond 
part of my Appeal to the public on the fubjedl, it 
^ay be proper to fay, that it was paid fome time in 
che beginning of the year 1793, with intereft only 
from the firft of January of the fame year, though 
the injury was received in July, 1791 ; when equity 

^ A tradl vrritten in a grave ixonical ^le.^ ad vi/iD^ lohaog them all. 

evidently 
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evidently required, that it ought to have been allow- 
ed from the time of the riot, cfpecially as, in all thr 
cafes, the allowance was far ftiort of die lofs. I;i my 
cafe it fell fhort, as I have (hewji, not lefs than two 
thoufand pounds. And the loflcs ftiftained by the other 
fufferers far exceeded mine. Public jufticc alfo re- 
quired that, if the forms of law, local enmity, or any 
othef caufe, had prevented our receiving full indem- 
nification, it fliould have been made up to us from 
the public treafury i the great end of all civil govern- 
ment being protedlion from violence, or an indemni- 
fication for it. Whatever we might in equity claim, 
the country owes us, and, if it±)e juft, willfome time 
or other pay, and with intereft. 

I would farther obfcrve, that fince, \n a variety of 
cafes, money is allowed where the injury is not of z 
pecumary nature, merely becaufe no other compen- 
lation can be given, the fame Ihould have been done 
md\ refpeft to me, on account of the deftruftion of 
my manufcripts, the interruption of my purfuits, the 
lofs of a plealing and advantageous fiiuaition, &c. 
j&c. and had the injury been fuftained by a clergy- 
fnan, he would, I doubt not, have claimed, and beea 
allowed, very large damages on this account. So 
far, however, was there ^ny idea of the kind in my 
favour, that my counfe] advifed me to make no 
mention of my manufcript Ls^ures on the Cgnjiitution 
and Laws of England^ a work about as large as thac 
of Blaekftone (as may be feen by the fyllabus of the? 
particular ledures, fixty-three in all, publifhed in the 
^ft edition of my EJfay /m a Courfe ofUberd Educa- 
tion 
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iien for civil and aSlive Life) bccaufe it would be 
taken for granted that they were of feditious nature, 
and would therefore have been of dlflervice to mt 
widi the jury. Accordingly they were, in the ac- 
count of my loflcs, included in the article of fo much 
fap^^ After thcfe loflcs, had I had nothing but the 
juftice of my country to look to, I muft have funk 
under the burden, incapable of any farther exertions. 
It was the fcafonable generofity of my friends that 
prevented this, and put it in my power, thoygh with 
the unavoidable Ipfs of near two years, to refume my 
former purfuits. 

A farther proof of the exceflive bigotry of this 
countiy IS, that, though the clergy of Birmingham, 
refenting what I advanced in the firft part of my 
Afpeak replied to it, and pledged themfelves to go 
through with the enquiry along with me, till the 
whole truth (hould be invefiigated, they have made 
no reply to the Second Fart of my Appeal^ in which I 
brought fpecific charges againft themfelves, and 
other perfons by name, proving them to have been 
the promoters and abettors of the riotj and yet they 
have as much refpe<5t Ihewn to them as ever, and 
the country at large pays no attenrion to it. Had 
the clergy been the injure^ perfons, and piflenters 
the rioters, unable to anfwer the charges brought 
againft them, fo great would have been the general 
indignation at their conduft, that I am perfuaded it 
would not have been pojHiljle for them to coixrinue in 
the country. 

I could, if I* were fo cjilpofed, give my readers 

many 
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thiny more inftances of the bigotry of the clergy of 
the church of England with rcfpcft to mej which could 
* not fail to excite^ in generous minds^ equal indigna- 
ti6n add contempt j but I forbear^ Had I> however^ 
forefeen what I am now witnefs toj t certaitily ihould 
not have made any attempt to replace my library 
or apparatusi and I fooh repented of having done ic^ 
But this being done> I was wiUing to m^ke f0me ufe 
of both before another interruption of my purfulCsa 

I began to philofophi:^ei and make experiments, 
rather late in life> being near forty^ for want of 
the neceflary means of doing any thing in this way; 
i^nd my purfuits have been much interrupted by re- 
mpvals (never indeed cholen by myfclf, but rendered 
neceflary by dircumftanCcs) and my time being now 
fliort> I hoped to have had no ocfeafion for fnovt 
than one^ and that a flnal^ remove. But die circum* 
ftances above mentioned have inddced mti though 
with gfeat and fincere regret^ to undertake another^ 
and to a greater diftance than any that I have hi- 
therto made^ 

i profefs not to be unnioved by the alpeft of 
things exhibited in this Difcourfe. But notwithftand^ 
ing this, I fliould wiUingly have awaited my fate in 
my native dountry> Whatever it had been, if I had 
not had ions in America, and if I did not think that 

II field of public ufefulnefs^ which is evideitdy clofing 
upon me here> might open to more advantage 
there. 

I alfo own that I am not unaffefted by fiich unex« 
ampled puniflimcnts as rhofe of Mn Mtiir and my 

b friend! 
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friend Mr. Palmer, for offences, which, rf, in the 
eye of reafon, they be any at all, arc flight, and very 
infufEciently proved ; a meafure fo fubverfive of that 
freedom of fpeaking and afting, which has hitherto 
been the great pride of Britons. But the fcntence of 
Mr. Wintcrbotham, for delivering from the pulpit 
what I am pcrfuaded be never did deliver, and 
which, fimilar evidence might have drawn upon my- 
felf, or any other diflcnting minifter, who was an 
objeft of general diflike, has fomcthing in it ftill 
more alarming*. But I truft that confcious inno- 
cence 

• I truft ttat thefriends of liberty, cfpecially among the Dif- 
fenten, will not fail to do every thing in their power to make 
Mr. Wint^rbottom's confinement* and alfo the fafferings of Mr. 
Palmer and his companions, as eafy to tkem as pollible. Having 
*been alTiftcd in a feafbn of perfecution myfelft I fhould be very ill 
dcfcrving of the favours I have received, ifl was not particularly 
deiirous of recommending fuch cafes as theirs to general con- 
lideration.' Here difference in religious fentiment is leaft of all 
to b6 attended to. On the c6ntrary, let thofe who in this refpc6l • 
differ the moH from Mn Winterbottom, which is my'own cafe»^ 
exert themfelves the moft in his favour. When men of unquef- 
tionable integrity and piety fuffer in confcquence of adling (aS 
fuch perfons always will do) from a principle of confcience, they 
aiuft command the refpefl even of their enemies, if they alfo a£i 
from principle, though they.be thereby led to proceed in an oj»« 
pofite direilion. 

The cafe of men of education and refleflion (and who a6l from 
the bed: intentions with refpe6l to the community) committing 
what on\y fl ate poliej requires, to be confidered as crimes, but^ 
which are allowed on all hands to imply no moral turpitude, fo 
as to render them unHt for heaven and happinefs hereafter, is not 
to be confounded with that of common felons. There was no- ' 
thing in tlic^ondu£lof LouisXIV. and his minifies, th^at ap- 
peared fo fhocking, fo contrary to all ideas of juftice, humanity 
and decency, and that has contributed more to xcnder their me* 
> mory 
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cence would Tupport mc as ic docs him, under 
whatever prejudiced and violent men might do to 
mc, as well as^iy of me. But I fee no occafion to 
expofe myfclf to danger without any profpcft of do- 
ing good, or to continue any longer in a country in 
which I am fb unjuftly become the objeft of gene- 
ral diflike, and not retire to another, where I have 
fcafon to think I (hall be better received. And I 
truft that the fame good Providence which has at- 
tended me hitherto, and made me happy in my pre- 
fcnt fituation, and all my former ones, will attend 
and blefs me in what may ftill be before me. In all 
events, ^he will of God be done. 

I cannot refrain from repeating again, that I 
leave my native country with real regret, never 
expefting to find any where elfe fociety fo fuited 
to my difpofition and habits, fuch friends as I 
have here (whofe attachment has been more than 
a balance to all the abufc I have met with from 
others) and cfpccially to replace one particular Chrif- 
tian friend, in whofe abfence I fhall, for fome time at 
lead, find all the world a blank. Still lefs can I expcft 
to refume my favourite purfuits, with any thing like 
the advantages I enjoy here. In leaving this country 
I alio abandon a fource of maintenance, which I can 
but ill bear to lofe. I can, however, truly (ay, that I 

mory execrated, than fending fiich men as Mr. MaroIIes, and 
other eminent Proteftantf, who are now revered as faints and 
• martyrs, to the ^allies, along with the vileft mifcreantsj Com- 
pared with this^ the punifhrnent of death would be mercy. I 
trufl that, in time, the Scots in general will think thefe meafures 
a difgrace to their country, 

leave 
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leave it intfaout any relbiiment^ or ill wiflL On the 
cQfitrary, I lioccrely wifh my countryoirD all haj^- 
ocisi and when the dme for refledion (wlucfa my" 
aUence may accelerate) ihall comcj my countrjfmenj 
I am conBdent^ will do me mote jufticci They 
will be convinced that every fu^icion they have 
been led to entertain to my diladvantage has bcea 
ill founded^ and that I have even fome claims to dieir 
gratitude and eileera* In this cafe^ I (ball look with 
^tis^ion to the time when, if my life be prdbnged^ 
I may viiit my friends in this country; and periiaps 
I may, notwithftanding my removal for the jM^efent^ 
find a grave (as I believe is naturaUy the wtfh of 
every man) in the land that gave me birth. 
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February l8, 1794* 



KEPENT YEj tOK THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT 

Hand ! matt. iii. l« 



1 HIS was the great burden of the preaching of 
both John the Baptift and of our Saviour. But as 
that kingdom of heaven, the approach of which they 
announced, and which, by our Saviour's dircdion, is 
the fubjeft of our daily prayers, is not yet Come, 
but much nearer than it was in their time, there 
mull be a greater propriety in urging this exhorta- 
tion at prefent, than there has ever yet been. It is 
nothing but repentance that can prepare finftil men 
(and all men are more or lefs finners) to derive any 
advantage from this kingdom, in which Chrift and 
the faints fhall bear rulei that new flate of the 
heavens and of the earth, in which rigbteoufite/s only 
wiU dwell. And being a fecond time called upoa 
by our rulers to humble ourfclvcs before God, on 
account of the calamities we already feel, and thofe 
that we have rcafon to fear, and repentance being 

B the 
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the only means of averting his anger, and procuring 
a ccflation, or mitigation, of his heavy judgments, I 
Ihall take this opportunity of urging it, from that 
very critical and truly alarming fituation, in tvhich 
almoft the whole of Europe now finds itfelf^ and this 
country of ours, as having moft at ftake, perhaps 
more than any other. 

If we can learn any thing concerning what is be- 
fore us, from the language of prophecy, great ca- 
lamities, fuch as the world has never yet experi- 
enced, will precede that happy ftate of things, in 
which ^ the kingdoms of this world will become the 

* kingdom of our Lord Jefus Clirift j* and thefe ca- 
lamities will chiefly aflTeft thofe nations which have 
been the feat of the great anrichriftian power; or, as 
all Proteftants, and I believe juftly, fuppofe, have 
been fubjcft to the fee of Rome. And it appears to 
me highly probable, as I hinted in my laft difcourfe 
on this occafion, that the prefent difturbances in 
Europe are the beginning of diofe very calamitous 
times. I therefore think there is a call for unufual 
feridufnefs, and attention tp the courfc of Divine 
Providence, that wh^n ^ the judgments of God arc 
' abroad in the earth, the inhabitants thereof may 

* learn righteoufnefs,' fo as to be prepared for what- 
ever events the now rapid wheels of time may dif- 
clofe. Let us then, my brethren, make a ferious 
paufe. Let us look back to the antient prophecies, 
and compare them with the prefent fliate of things 
around us, . and let us then look to ourfelves, to our 

own 
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own fentlmcnts and conduft, that wc may feel and 
aft as our peculiar circumftances require. 

The future happy ftate of the world, when the 
Jews fliall be reftored to their own country, and be 
at the head of all the nations of the earth, was firft 
diftinftly menrioned by Ifaiah, and other prophets 
who were nearly cotemporary with him ; but it was 
firft denominated the kingdom of heaven^ and an- 
nounced as to be adminiftered by the Son ofMan^ or 
the Meffiahy by Daniel. It was, however, by other 
prophets^ given to a defcendant of David. All 
Chriftians confider Jefus as this dcfcendanc of David, 
or the pfomifed Meffiah. The miftakc which the 
Jews were under, arofe from their wholly overlook- 
ing |:he fufFcring ftate of the Meffiah, and imagining 
that his firft coming would be that mentioned by 
Daniel, in the clouds ofheanjen \ and confcquendy that 
his kingdom would commence on his firft appear- 
ance» 

Jefus, knowing himfelf to be the Meffiah, never 
denied that, at a proper time, he would appear as a 
king ; nor could there have been at that time any 
uncertainty about the meaning of the term king. 
When Pilate afked Jefus if he was a king, he ac- 
knowledged it, and added that he was fent to bear 
witnefs to that^ as well as to other truths ; though, to 
obviate the jealoufy of Pilate, and the Roman go- 
vemment, he faid that his kingdom was not of this 
world \ fo that it did not interfere with the govern- 
ments which then cxifted in the world, being that 

B 2 kingdom 
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kingdom of heaven which was to take place hereafter, 
and to be exercifcd upon maxims very different 
from thofe of the then exifting kbgdoms. 

Jefus alfo faid that, when he fhould reign, his 
apoilles woukl reign with him, and that they fhould 

* fit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 

* of Ifrael/ Paul alfo faid, that * the faints ihall 

* judge the world.' And it is remarkable that, in 
the original prophecy of Daniel, the adminiftradon 
of this kingdom of heaven is not faid to be wholly 
confined to one perfon, but to be extended to many, 
Dan. vii. i8. ' The faints of the Moft High fhall 
^take the kingdom, and poflefs the kingdom for 
' ever, even for ever and ever;' ver. ay. * And the 
' kingdom, and dominion, and the greatnefs of the 

* kingdom, under the whole heaven, (hall be given 

* to the people of the faints of the Moft High, whofc 

* kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and all do- 
' minions Ihall fcrve, and obey him,* or rather, 
'obey//.' 

That this will be a proper kingdom, though a 
kingdom of righteoufnefs, the objeft of which wiil 
be the happinefi of the fubjefts of it, is farther evi- 
dent from the other kingdoms which are to be over- 
thrown in order to make way for it. For had it 
been that purely fpiritual kingdom which fome fup- 
pofc, what occafion was there for the deftru6tion of 
the other kingdoms ; fince they would not have in- 
terfered with it, but might have fubfifted at the fame 
time? 

8 In 
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In the firft vifion of Nebuchadnezzar, interpreted 
by Daniel, this future kingdom of heaven is reprc- 
(entcd by * a litde ftone, cut out of a mountain with- 

* out hands,' which yJw/^ the image reprcfenting the 
preceding kingdoms, Dan. ii. 34. and 'brake it to 
' pieces,' when itfelf ' became a great mountain, 

* filling the whole earth/ In the interpretation of 
this vilion, ver. 44, it is faid, * In the days of thefe 

* kings ihall the God of heaven fct up a kingdom 

* which (hall never be deftroyed, and the kingdom 

* fhall not be left to other people, but it (hall break 
^ ^ in pieces, arid confume all thefe kingdoms, and it 

* (hall ftand for ever;' evidently in the place of the 
other kingdoms. It is, therefore, an inftitution 
adapted to ^fwer the purpofe of them, but in % 
much better manner. 

This kingdom, however, a kingdom of truth and 
righteou(he(s, will not be eftablilhed without the 
greateft convulfions, and the violent overthrow of. 
other kingdoms. Every defcription, figurative or 
otherwife, of this* great revolution, clearly implies 
violence, and qonfcquendy great calamity. The lit- 
tle Hone /mifing the image, and breaking it in pieces y is 
far from giving an idea of a peaceable revolution, 
but one that will be efFeded with great violence, 
and in a (hort time. The following language is pe- 
culiarly emphatical. * Then was the iron, the clay, 
^ the brafs, the.filver, and the gold,* (all the materi- 
rials of which the image confiftcd) * broken to pieces 
^ together^ and became as the chaff of the fummer 
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* floor, and the wind carried them away, and no 
' place was found for them ; and the ftone that 
' fmote the image became a great mountain, and 

* filled the whole earth/ In the interpretation it is 
laid, ver. 44, * that this new. kingdom (hall break in 

* pieces, and confume all the other kingdoms/ 

The fame awfiil conclufion may be drawn from 
the language ufcd in the corrcfponding vifion of 
Daniel himfelf, in the firft year of BeHhazzar, in 
which the four great empires, which in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream had been reprefented by .the four, 
metals, of which the image that he faw confifted, 
are reprefented by four beajis, and the laft of them is 
faid (Daii. vii. 11) not to die a natural death, but 
to beflain, and moreover, his body dejiroyed, and given 
to the burning flame. As, in the former vifion, the 
ten kingdoms, into which the laft, or the Roman 
empire was to be divided, were reprefented by the 
ten toes of the imag^; in this vifion of Daniel they 
are reprefented by the ten horns of the laft beaft. 
Thefe are faid to be ten kingdoms, or tlirones, and 
thefe thrones are faid to be caft down, Dan. vii. 9. 
clearly implying violence in their difiblution. 

In the language of prophecy, great, and efpecially 
fudden revolutions, in kingdoms and ftates, are fre- 
quently reprefented by earthquakes-, and alfo th^ 
fupreme powers on earth by the fun, moon, and ftars. 
And, in agreement with the preceding view, fug- 
gcfted by Daniel, the prophet Haggai, who wrote 
after him, to comfort his countrymen in their low 

and 
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and diftreffed circumftances, and globmy profpefts, 
when they were erefting a poor and contemptible 
temple, compared with that of Solomon, affures 
them, that the glory of the latter houje^ meaning, I 
am perfuaded, not the houfc they were then build- 
ing, for that was taken down by Herod; nor yet 
that of Herod, but the laft houfe, the glorious tem- 
ple defcribed by Ezekiel, as to be built after the re- 
turn of the Jews to their own country, ftiould be 
• greater Aan that of the former houfe built by .Solo- 
mon. Haggai defcribes the great revolution that 
is to precede it in the following manner. Hag. ii. S. 
^ For thus faith the Lord of Hoftsf Yet once it is g. 
Mitde while, and I will Ihake the heavens and the 
' earth, and the fea, and the dry land, and I will 
^ Ihake all nations, and the dcfire of all nations fhall 
' come, and I will fill this houfe with glory, (aith the 

* Lord of Hofts. The glory of this latter houfc fliall 

* be greatbr than that of the former, faith the Lord 

* of Hofts i and in this place will I give peace, faith 
« the Lord of Hofts/ What can be this feace^ but 
the foture pe^ceftil and happy ftate of the work! «n- 
dcr die MeflSah ? and what can be this Jhaking of the 
nations^ that is to precede it, but great convulfions, 
and fudden revolutions, fuch as we fee now beginning 
to take place ? 

The laft great power that is foretold, as to arifc 
among the ten kingdoms into which the Roman 
empire is to be divided, is reprefcnted by the little 
horn^ which is faid to arife after the ten, fignifying, I 
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doubt not, the Papal power. It is faid, Dan. vii. ao, 

* to have eyes, and a mouth that fpake very great 

* things, whofe look was more ftout than his fellows, 

* which made war with the faints, and prevailed 

* againft them, until the antient of days came, and 
'judgment was given to the faints of the Moft High, 

* and the rime came that the faints poffeffed the 
^ kingdom.' This power, in the interpretation of 
the vifion, is faid to be one that Ihould ' fpeak great 
' words againft the Moft High, and to wear out the 

* faints of the Moft High, and to think to change 

* dimes and laws.' It is added, * They fhall be given 
' into his hand until a time, and times, and the di- 

* viding of time,' the very period for the duration 
of the great antichriftian power in the Revelation. 

When the termination of this laft power is de-r 
iiribed, it is faid, ver. a6, * The judgment fhall fit^ 

* and they fhall take away his dominion, to confume 
' and to deftroy it unto the end,' which clearly im- 
plies nothing of a peaceable nature, but fomething 
exceedingly yjolent and calamitous. 

This is, no doubt, the fame awful period that is 
fpoken of in the laft chapter of Daniel, ch. xii. ver. i, 

* And at that time fhall Michael ftand up, the great 

* prince which ftandeth for the children of thy peo- 
^ pie, and there fhall be a tiipe of trouble, fuch as 

* never was fince there was a nation, even to that 

* fame time \ and at that time thy people fhall be 
f delivered, every one that fhall be found written in 
f thtc book. And many of rfiem that flccp in the 

Muft 
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* duft of the earth fliall awake/ For that the refur- 
furre<5bion^ at leaft in part> will take place at the 
commencement of this great period, is agreeable to 
the uniform language of fcripture on the fubje&* 

All the prophecies in the New Teflament con- 
cerning the fall of Antichrift, and the commencement 
of the proper kingdom of heaven, and of Chrift, cxt» 
aftly correfpond with thofe which I have quoted from 
the Old Teftament. The fecond coming of Chrift is 
reprefented by the apoftle Paul, 2 Thef. L 7, as an 
event exceedingly awful, and dreadful to the wicked, 

* He will be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
^ angels, in flaming fire^ taking vengeance on them 

* that know not God' 

That the great antichriftian power ' is to be de- 
ftroyed at this fecond coming of Chrift, and not pro- 
perly before, and therefore that its final deftrudion 
will be fudden, is evident from what the fame apoftle 
lays afterwards, 2 Thef, ii. 8. * Then fhall that wicked 

* one be revealed, whom the Lord Ihall confume 

* with the fpirit of his mouth, and fhall deftroy with 

* the brightnels of his coming, even him whole 
^ coming is after the working of Satan, with all 

* power, and ligns, and lymg wonders, and with all 
f deccivablenels of unrighteoufnefs, in them that 

* perifhi' charafters fufHcicntly evident of the church 
of Rome. 

The account that is given, in Ae book of Reve- 
lation, of the commencement of the laft great pe- 
f iod, fignified by the blowing of the /everitb trumpet y 

when 
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when the kingdoms of the earth are to become the 
kingdoms of our Lord Jefus Chrift, Rev, ii. 15, is 
immediately preceded by the third, and probably far 
the greateft of the three wcesy the firft of which was 
occafioned by the conquefts of the Saracens, and the 
fccond by thofe of the Turks, as the order of the 
events defcribcd under the preceding trumpets evi- 
dendy impHes. And the ftate of things at this time 
is defcribcd in the following emphatical language of 
the four and twenty elders, who are faid, on this oc- 
cafion, to fall on their faces, and to worfliip God, 
Rev. xi. 17. ' We give thee thanks, O Lord God 

* Almighty, who art, and waft, and art to come, bc- 
' caufe thou haft taken to thee thy great power and 

* haft reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy 
« wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they 

* muft be judged, and that thou fhouldeft give re- 

* ward to thy fervants the prophets, and Ihouldeft 

* deftroy them that deftroy the earth *.' 

We have here a wonderful concurrence of great 
events, and among thefe is the anger of the nations^ 
followed by the deftruEiim of them that have deftroyed 
the earth. Now how has the earth been deftroyed 
by the men who have deftroyed it, but by dcfolating 
wars, and the dcftruftion that has thereby been made 
of mankind ? In like manner, then, may we con- 

• On this fubjcA I refer my readers to two fermons lately 
publifhed by the Rev. Elkanan Winchcller, entitled the Three 
Woe Trumpets^ dcferving the ferious confideration of all Chriftian«» 
who are attentive to the Jigns cftbe times » 

elude 
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dude that thofc dcftruftive powers will themfclves 
be dcftroyed, probably by one another, in thofe wars 
which the apoftlc James fays arife from fnen*s lufis^ 
the luft of ambition and revenge. And when, my 
brethren, have we feen, or heard of, fuch anger and 
rage in nations, fuch violence in carrying on war, 
and fuch deftruftion of men, as at this very time ? 
It is thought that the laft campaign only has de- 
ftroyed mftny more men than all the eight years of 
the American war, and probably more than the long 
war before it; and from the increafed armaments of 
the belligerent powers, and ,their increafing animo- 
fity, it is probable that, the approaching campaign 
will be more bloody than the laft. 

What has more eminently contributed to dcftrcy 
the earth, than the antichriftian and idolatrous ec- 
clefiaftic^l cftablifhments of Chriftianity, that have 
fubfifted in thefc weftern parts of the worjd; many 
more perfons having been dcftroyed by Chriftians, 
as they h^ve called themfclves, than by Heathens ? 
And do we not fee one, and one of the principal, of 
fhofe cftablifhments already, and completely, dc- 
ftroyed ? 

A more highly wrought pidure of the deftruc- 
tion and flaughter of men, that will precede this glo- 
rious period in which * God will take to himfelf his 
' great power and reign,' we find in the 1 9th chap- 
ter of the Revelation, which defcribes the triumph 
of the faints on the occafion. * After thefe things I 
f heard a great voice of much people in heaven, 
6 * faying. 
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* faymg> ADcluia, Salvation, and glory, and honour, 

* and power, unto the Lord our God ; for true and 

* right arc his judgments. For he hath judged the 

* great whore, which did corrupt the earth widi her 

* fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his fcr- 

* vants at her hand/ That this has a connexion with 
the fecond coming of Chrift, appears from what im- 
mediately. follows, ver. 1 1. * And I faw heaven open- 
ed, and behold a white horfc, and he that fat upon 
him was called faithful and true, and in righteouf- 
nds he fhall judge and make war. His eyes were 
as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns, and he had a name written which no man 
knew but he himfelf. And he was clothed in a 
vefture dipped in blood, and his name is called 
THE WORD OF God. And the armies which were 
in heaven followed him upon white horfcs, clothed 
in fine linen, white and clean; and out of his mouth 
goeth a Iharp fword, that with it he fhould fmitc 
the nations ; and he Ihall rule them with a rod of 
iron, and he treadeth the wine-prefs of the fierce- 
nefs of the wrath of Almighty God. And he hath 
on his vefture, and on his thigh, a name written^ 
King of kings and Lord of lords.' 

That there will be literally great flaughter of 
men on the occaGon, is clearly indicated in what 
follows, figurative and hypert>olical as the language 
is, ver. 17. * And I faw an angel ftanding in the funj^ 
^ and he cried with a loud voice, faying to all the 
f fowls rfiat fly in the midft of hcavpn, Come and 

y gather 
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* gather yourfelves together, unto the fupper of the 

* great God, that ye may cat the flefli of kings, and 

* the flelh of captains, and the flefh of mighty men, 

* and the flcfli of horfes, and them that fit on them, 
' and the flelh of all men, both free and bond, both 

* fmall and great-' 

The fame is evident from die account of the 
pouring out of the third vial. Rev, xvi. 14, &c. 

* And the third angel poured out his vial on the ri- 

* vers and fountains of water, and they becanje 
« blood And I heard the angel of the waters fay,. 

* Thou art righteous, O Lord, who art, and waft, 

* and flialt be, becaufe thou haft judged thus. For 

* they have flied the blood of faints and prophets, 

* and thou haft given them blood to drmk, for they 

* are worthy,' 

That this great flaughter will be made on the dc- 
ftruftion of the antichriftian power, called .in this 
book the beaji^ fupported by the kings of the earthy is 
evident from the next verfes, ver. 19, * And I faw 

* the beaft, and the kings of the earth, and their 

* armies, gathered together, to make war againft him 

* that fat on the horfe, and againft his army. And 

* the beaft was .taken, and with him the falfc pro- 
« phet, that wrought miracles before him, with which 

* he deceived them that had received the mark of 

* the beaft, and them that worftii|!)ped his image. 
' Thefe were both caft alive into a lake of fire 
' burning with brimftone. And the remnant were 
f flain with the fword of him that fat upon the horfe, 

* which 
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* which fword proceeded out of his mouthy arid all 

* die fowls were filled with their flefh/ 

After this follows the defcription of the millenrtitfiti^ 
chap. XX. ver. 4. ' And I faw thrones, and they fat 

* upon thefn, and judgment was given unto them 5 

* and I faw the fouls of them that were beheaded 

* for the witnefs of Jefus, and for the word of God, 

* and which had not worfliipped the beaft, neither 

* his image, neither had received his mark upon 

* their forehead, or in their hands, and they lived and 
' reigned with Chrift a thoufand years. But the reft 

* of the dead lived not again until the thoufand years 
'were finiJChed. This is the firft refurreftion. BlelT- 

* ed and holy is he that hath part in the firft refur- 

* rcdlion. ' On fuch the fecond death hath no power, 
' but they fhall be priefts of God, and of Chrift, 
'and they ftiall reign with him a thoufand 

* years.* 

To me it appears not improbable, that fcveral 
circumftances in our Saviour's prophecy concerning 
the deftruftion of Jerufalem, and the defolation of 
Judea, relate to this great and more diftant period. 
For it was delivered in anfwer to a queflion put to 
him by his difciples, which refpefted both the events, 
on the idea of their being coincident. ' Tell us,' fay 
they. Matt. xxiv. 3, ' when fhall thefe things be, 

* and what fhall be the fign of thy coming, and of 
' the end of the age.' In anfwer to this, he fays, 
firft, as it is in Luke, whofe account in this cafe 
fcems to be the moft orderly and diftind of any, 

chap. 



Pebruary 1%^ 1794* 15 

cl^ap. xxi, vcr. 9. ' But when yc (hall hear of wars, 

* and commotions, be not terrified ; for thefe things 

* muft firft come to pafs, but the end is not by and 
' by* Then faid he, unto them. Nation fhall rife 
^ againfl nation, and kingdom againft kingdom^ and 
' great earthquakes fhall be in divers places, and fa-r 

* mines, and peftilences, and fearful fights, and great 
^ figns fhall there be from heaven. But before all 
' thefe they fhall lay their hands on you, and perfe- 
' cute you, delivering you up to the fynagogues, and 

* intoprifons, being brought before kings and rulers 

* for my name's fake/ 

lam the more inclined to think that fome things 
in this prediction have this farther reference, becaulc 
in them Jefus exprefsly quotes the language of Da- 
niel recited above, wnich unqueftionably has this 
reference i as when he fays. Matt. xxix. 20. 'There 

* fhall be great tribulation, fuch as was not fince the 

* beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever 

* fhall be : And except thofe days fhould be fhort- 
' ened, there fhould no flefh be faved, but for the 

* eledl's fake thofe days fhall be fhortened/ 

It feems flill more evident that this .prediction ad- 
mits of this interpretation, from what follows, which 
cxaftly correfponds to the more antient prophecies. 
Mat. xxiv. 29, ' Immediately after the tribulation of 

* thofe days fhall the fun be darkened, and the moon 
' not give her light, and the flars fhall fall from 

* heaven, and the powers of the heavens fhall be 
'fhaken/ which are almofl: the very words of thc^ 

prophet 
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prophet Haggai quoted above. * And then Ihall ap- 

* pear the fign of the Son of Man in heaven. And 

* then fhall all the tribes of the earth mourn. And 

* they fhall fee the Son of Man coming in the clouds 

* of heaven, with power and great glory. And he 

* fliall fend his angels with a great found of a trumpet, 

* and they fhall gather together his eleft, from the 

* four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.* 

That this great tribulation was a diftant event, 
and did not refpeft the Jews, but the Gentiles, is 
probable from Jefus calling it, Luke: xxi. 25, ' the 

* diftrefs of nations,' or * the nations,' i. e* the ' Gen- 

* tiles,' ^ men's hearts,' he fubjoins, * failing them for 

* fear, and for looking after thofe things which are 

* coming on the earth. For the powers of heaven 

* fhall be fhaken,' that is, there will be great convul- 
fion«, and violent revolutions, in kingdoms and 
ftates; * And then fhall they fee the Son of Man 

* coming in clouds, with power and great glory.' 

That this tribularion is coincident with that which 
is to precede the refloration of the Jews, is probable 
<ix)m his faying immediately before, ver. 24, ' Jeru- 

* ifalem ihall be trodden down of the Gentiles, rill the 

* times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,' that is, rill it fhall 
come to be their turn to be punifhed; the deflruc- 
rion of the Gentiles, who had opprefied the Jews, 
commencing with the refloration of that highly &^ 
Voured nation. 

Jefus farther fays, Luke xxi. 22. ^ Thefe be the 
' days of vengeance, that all the things which are 

* written 
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* written may be fblffllcd/ Now the only days of 
vengeance particularly announced by the antienc 
prophets, ta -which Jcfus here alludes, relate to 
the judgments of God upon the Gentiles who had 
flicwn enmity to the Jews, and efpccially in their op- 
pofirion to their re-fettlement in their own country. • 

There is nothing mofc Hear in the whole compa& 
of prophecy, as I have (hewn on another occafion, 
dian that after the deftmcd. period foe the difperfion 
and calamities of the Jews, the heavieft of all the di- 
vine judgments will fall tipon thofe nations by whom 
diey Ihall have been oppreficd; and this will involve 
almoft all the nations of the world, but more eipe-. 
daily thofe of thefe weftern parts, which have been 
fubjeft firft to the Roman empire, and th^n to the 
fee of Rome. 

Mofes fays, Deut. xxx. 7. ' The Lord thy '^ God 

* will put all thefe curfcs' (thofe which were threat- 
ened to fall upon them) * upon thin? enemies, and 
' upon them that hate thee, and perfecute thee/ Ifa, 
xliii. 25. • I will contend with them that contend 

* with thee, and I will faye thy children. And I will 
' feed them that opprefs thee with their 6wn flelh, 
\ and they Ihall be drunken with their own blood, 

* as with fweet wine, and all flefh fliall know that I, 
'Jehovah, am thy Saviour, .and thy Redeemer, the 

* Mighty One of Jacob.* Zcph. iii. 19. ' Behold 

* at that time I will undo/all that afflidt thee.' Jer. 
3^xx. u. ' Though I make a foil end of all the na- 

* tions* whither ihavefcattcred thee, yet will I hot 

C ^ make 
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' make a full end of thcc, but I will correflr dice m 
' meafufe/ Ezekiel^ fpeaking of the happy times 
that will take place on the reftoradon* of the Jews, 
fays> chap, xxviii. ver. 26. ' Yea they (hall dwell' 
/ with confklence^ when I have executed judgments 
^ upon all thofe that defpife them round about thmi> 
^ and dicy fhall know that I am Jehovah their God/ 
Laftly, Zechariah fays> chap. xii. ver. 9. * It (hall 
* come to pais in that day> that I will feek to deftroy 
^ all the nations that come againft Jenifalem.' 

That there is to be a day of vifitation for all the 
nadons in this part of the world (all of whom have 
diftinguifhed themfelves ib by their oppreflion and- 
maflacre of the Jews) will now^ 1 prefume> be fuf- 
ficiendy i^parent, if there be any troth m prophecy. 
You will therefore naturally aifk, if there be any 
ground for thinking, that thofe judgments are now 
about to take place ; if fo, how long they will pro- 
bably continue, and when will be the commencement 
•f the glorious and happy times that are to follow. 

That thofe great troubles, fo frequcndy mention- 
ed in the andcnt prophecies, are now commencing, 
I do own I ftrongly fuipeft, as I intimated the hfb 
time that I addrcffed you on this occafion ; and the 
events of the laft year have contributed to ftrengthen 
that fufpicion; the ftorm, however, may ftill blow 
over for the prelen^ and the great fcenc of calamity 
be referved for ibme fiiture time, though I caimor 
think it will be, deferred long. 

As to the precife time when the fceac of calamity 
5 will 
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Will tertninattj and the proper kingdom of Chrift 
will commence, he bimfdf did npt know, adier be^ 
.fere his deadi and refurrefHonj or afterwards. When 
he was queftioned on the ful^e£t> he exprefsly faid> 
Mark xiii. 3a, < But of that day, and that hour, 

* knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in 

* heaven, neither the Son, but the Father/ When, 
after his refurredion, die difciples aiked him, faying, 
A6bs i, 6, ' Lord, wilt thou at thb dme reftore again 
^ the kingdom to Ifrael V he replied, ' It is not for 
' you to know the times or the (eafons, which the 

* Father hath put in his own power.' It is enough 
lor us to know the certainty of theie great events, 
xhzz our fiuth may not fail on the approach of the 
predifted calamity, confident that it will have die 
happiefl: ifliie m God's own dme. For die fame 
Being who foretold the evil which we fliall fee come 
to pals> has likewife foretold the good that is to fol- 
low it. 

That the (econd coming of Chrift will be coinci-^ 
dent with the commencement of the millennium, or 
die fiiture peaceable and happy ftate of the world 
(which, according to all the prophecies, will take 
place after the reftoration of the Jews) is evident 
from what Peter faid, in his addrefs to the Jews, on 
the occalion of his healing the lame man at the gate 
of the temple, Afts iii. 19. * Repent ye, therefore, 

* and be converted, that your fins may be blotted 

* out, when the times of refi-cfhing fhall ccmt from^ 

* the prefcnce of the Lord. And he (hall fend Jefus 

C 2 ' ' Chrift, 
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*;Chrifty who before was preached unto you, whom 
*-the heavens muft receive until: ithe timei of the 

* rcftitution of all things, which God hath fpokcn by. 
' the niooth of all his holy prophets fince the world 

* began/ Now nbtliing is more evident than '.that 
the only period that can .be called the time of die 
rejiitution bf all things^ or the paradifiacal und>happy 
ftate of the world, foretold by the antient prophets, 
will follow the reftorationof the Jews to their own 
country. This, arid nothing elfe, is the great burden 
of all aiftient prophecy. 

/ That thi$ will be a joyful' event to the-Jewifit 
pation* when they will be convinced, perhaps by his 
perfonal appearance among them, that he is their 
promifcd' Mefliah, aftually coming in the clouds of 
heaven, appears from what our Saviour himfelf Xays, 
Mat. xxi» 9. Luke xiii. jf5. ^ Verily I fay unto y6u> 

* ye (hall 4iot fee me until the time come -when ye 

* fhall fay, Bleffed is he that cometh in the name of 

* die Lord;' the very cry at which the Scribes and 
Pharifecs were fo much offended in the childbeny 
when Jefiis entered Jerufalem. This very Cry would 
then be that of the whole nation. 

Biit though our Saviour could not fix the time of 
his fecohd Coming, or the commencement of his 
proper kingdom, he fufficicntly forewarned his difci- 
ples of thd figns of its approach, and of fome circum- 
ftances that will immediately precede it, to which it 
certainly behoves us to be attentive. 

Before this great event the gofpel is to be preach- 
ed 
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td to all the world. Mat. xxm 14.'^ And dns^gofpid 
^ of the kingdom (hall be preached thrcHsgh aU the 
* world, for a witncfs to alt nations, and then fhall the 
^ end come.' If by the whole world, we mean the 
Roman ertipire, this was accdmpUftied before the 
deftruftion of Jenifalcm, and therefore may refer to 
that event. But it may have a farther reference, and 
how there is hardly any nation that has not had aii 
opportunity of haviAg the gofpel preached to them; 
and the late wonderful' extenfion of navigation, by 
which the whole of the habitable world ha^ been ex- 
plored by Chriftians, though this was by no means 
the objeft of the navigators^ will, no doubtj be the 
means 'of carrying the kn6wled^e of the gdpel to a 
greater extent than ever j and the troubles* of Europe 
will'grcatly contriBiite to iSic ikatc ^iiridk*''' TimeVcf 
trouble make men ferioas.t ^Witlt^thefe feriotis^im- 
preffions on their tiiirtds ^hiany will- fly' to diftant 
countries, and carry the knowledge* of the golpel 
with themi and, itmay be hoped, in *gfeatsef^uri?yi 
and confequcndy more \^drthy of their acce{>tance, 
than it has-fiitherto appeared to them, ' '' ^ 

Anothe? preceding event, and of a 'more definite 
kind, is the' great prevalence of infildeKty, Luke 
xvilil 8. ^' When the Son of Man comcth, ihall* he 
^ find faith in the earth.* Now the prevalence of in- 
fidelity of late years has been very rcrharfcabk in all 
countries in which antichnftian hicraJrchiesr have been 
cftabiifeled.' And ccrtalnly-all cfvi^efl5Bl^fltments of 
*Chnftia(rfity, in which ^owcr ik claiiifiefl' to prefcribc 
, ^: ' ! 1 . ,.An,^i(rii^;iix.j.v: •- ,,'^^articles 



fta Fafi Stmmiy * 

aiticjes of &ith} to make laws to bind the confciences 
of Chriftians, and inflift temporal puntlhments for 
the violation of them, arc properly antichriftian. 
For, as Chriftians, wc are commanded to acknow- 
ledge no man mailer upon earth, fince one is our 
matter, even Chrift. 

Moreover, fuch abfurd doftrines have been cfta- 
bjiftied by human authority, and fuch horrid punifli* 
ments have be^n infUfbed upon men for obeying the 
diftates of confcicncc, under all thofe hierarchies, pro- 
teflant ones not excepted, that the minds of men have 
revolted at them; and, ihocked at. fuch enormities^ 
have thrown off the belief and prpfcffion of Chrifti^ 
anity altogether. This was long ago the cafe in 
Italy, where the enormities of the court of Rome 
wcr€ the moft confpicuous; and many of the cardi- 
nals, and ibme of the popes themfelves, are well 
known to have been unbelievers. 

That this, has long been the cafe in France, is 
what no perfon acquainted with that country the laft 
fifty years, will deny. It is now become more ge- 
nerally known, becaufe it has had a better opportu- 
nity ^ ihe\ifing itfelC That, in fimilar circumftanccs, 
the feme, or fomething approaching to it,^ would not 
appear to be the cafe with «j, is more thftn.thofe who 
are acquainted with the ftate of things In tbisrcipecS: 
\^iU vouch for. 

When I was myfelf in France in iT?-^*; I law.fuf- 
ficicnt reafcn to believe, that hardly anj pierfonof 
eminence, in church or ftatc^ and efpeciaJly ii the 
leaft degree eminent in ptuloibphy^ or literaturc» 

(whofc 
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(whofc opinions in all countries arc, Sooner or later, 
adopted by others) were believers in Chriftianity; 
and no perfon will fuppofe that there has been any 
change in favour of Chriftianity in the laft twenty 
years, A perfon, I bcliev^ now living, and one of 
the beft informed men in the country, afllired me, 
very gravely, that (paying me a compliment) I was 
the iirft peribn he had ever met with, of whofe un^ 
derflanding he had any opinion, who pretended to 
believe Chriftianity. To this all the company aflent* 
ed. And not only were the philofophers, and other 
leading men in France, at that dme unbelievers in 
Chriftianity, or deifts,^^ut atbeyisy denying the pox^ 
of a God. Nay Voltaire hitnfclfi who. was then living, 
was cooiidered by them as a weak*mindcd man^ bc:- 
caufe, though an unbeliever in reveladon, he believed 
in a God, 

When I afked thefe ^ntlemen what it was that 
appeared to them fo. incredible in Clu'^ianity, that 
they reje&ed it without farther examinadon (for 
they did not pre^nd to have employed much time 
on the fut^d) they mentioned the do^ijnes of tran- 
jubftanriadon, and the trinity, as things too palpably 
abfurd to require ai^ difcuiTion. It is, without doub^ 
the ciif^ eftaUi0iment qf fuch Chriftianity as this, at 
w)»ch the coomion fe^ife of mankind will ever reyol^ 
that makes fo many unbelievers of perfons who wiU 
not take the trouble to read the fcripturcs for them^ 
felvesy or who have not fagacity or patience to fee 
through the £ilfe glofles that have been fo long put 
/ C 4 • upon 



'24 * ^^ft Sermon, 

upon them. Thcfe fyftemi^ and the blindnefs and 
t)bftinacy in the governing poWefS, in rcjefting every 
propofal of reforming the moft palpable abu^e*^. rmd 
the moft manifeft 9pprcJBonsi make unbclie^^ers 
much fafter than all rational Chriftians cm unv-z^ 
-diem, ' ' *' ' ' . * .:.,... ^ . 

' Nothing, however, cai>'^ver couhteraft-the S-^^-^ 
ir^uenc€of^fuch corruptChtifttanity,*as'isf Tuppor^^^ri 
%Y thele' hierarchies, which arc 'alfo nntderabiy w:- 
"pcnfiveand oppircflhrc, buC^the exhibition of rational 
Chriftianity,'* with its-'prof>ef"evrdence, 'by-unitarian 
"Ghriftians. ^ut theft ar^'yetft'few, compared with 
ifie; biiik of Ghriftians, ' who ^ are tnnitariansi that 
feperficial obfervcrs, as unbelicvei*s In gentralarc^, 
Who Judged the great mafSj/'pay bat *Httie -regard 
X6 'thfeir re]prefentati*ons. ' '- • — -*^- ' ■ -T: /..ri: v: i ^ 

Happily, this infidelity is, in its. turn, dtfftnoyihg 
tliofe' antichfiftiart" cfta^^ ^lich -gave liirth 

to !t } ahd ^V^^frthis^ great rWblutidn-ffiall-bc;acdoftf. 
Pfhed,"gfiffiiftfe\uhadaitemed ^t^ 
'Wth lefs dbrfi^^laifi ^11^^^ 
SMS[C\ii^%'^iis (Jwn evldenfce/- anid -become Qtt 
^iglSn- o^ Ae 't^ile world: '^rue^firiffiattfry !!a«^ 
ifelieed^^ofth^ aid of civil pbW^^ ;:;;-:c.:c:; - 
^^ tliis^i^^fte'idea of the^^ra^Srr ffaacNt*t6^, 

^"-VafHife ^thc evidence* of -Iftc exeefflht^^Mtl 
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^^ Dr. Clarke, from fwrhocn I received it, that tKc 
*^ overbearing tyranny and pcrfccudng powct of the 
** an tichriftian. party, 'Which hath' lb long corrupted 
*^ Chriflianity, aaid cnflaved the Chriftian world, 
*' muft be put a ftop to, and broken to pieccts by the 
'* prevalence of infidelity, forforne time, before.pri- 
*' mitive Cbriftianity could be rjeffcored; which feems 
**> to bt the ;very means that is now working ia JEtf- 
*^ ropei for the fam* good and gre^t end of Prq^ 
^f'vidence. PcJfliWy he might think that our Sar 
" viour's own words implied it: When the Son of 
M Man cometh Ihall he find faith on di6 earth? 
-** Luke xviii,. 8.' .See Gonftitut. Apoft. vi. 1%-% 
^*'viij 32;:.t>r;poHibiy he might think no dther wdy 
^* io Kkdy to jdo it in human ^irs; it beingi.,! 
« acknowledge, too fadly evident,- that there is, not 
** at prcfent religion cnoiigji in Chriftendom, to put 
'*5 a ftop to.fiichantichriftian tyranny arid peffecutiodi 
" upon any genuine principles; of Chriftianity;" '• 
' The concluding^ obfcrvatidn 'of Mr. Whifton ap- 
pears to me to be very ji?ft. * Ir fecras probable that 
110 Chriftians,' not even the frecft, and boldeft, would 
ever have done what was neceffary to be dofte, to 
the overturning of thefe corrupt eftablifhments of 
Chriftianity, that imbelievers have lately done in 
iFrance,* 

This great event of the late revolution in Franc* 
appear to me, and many others, to be not improba- 
Wy the accompliihment of the following part of the 

Revelation* 
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Rcvdation, chap. xL 3. * And the fame hour there 
^ was a great earthquake, and the tendi part of the 
^ city feli, and in the earthquake were flain of men 

* (or literally, nam^s of mm) fcven dioofand> and the 

* remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to God/ 

An earthquake, d& I have obferved, may fignify a 
great convulfion, and revolution, in ftate^ ; and as the 
Papal dominions were divided into ten parts, one of 
which, and one of the principal of them, was France^ 
it is properly called a tenth fart of the cityy or of the 
myftical Bahylon. And if bynames of men, we un- 
derftand their titles, fuch as thole of the nobility, and 
other hereditary diftin6Hons, all of which are now 
abolifhed, the accomplifhment of die predidion wiH 
appear to be wonderfully exaft. It is farther remarka-- 
ble, that this paifage immediately precedes what I have 
quoted before concerning the nations hmg anpj, and 
the wrath of God being come, for the deftruSlim of 
tboje who have deftroyed the earth. 

It is Btrther remarkaUe, diac the kings of France 
were thofe who gave the Popes their temporalides^ 
and the rank they now hold among the princes of the 
world. And it is foretold. Rev. xvii. 16, that * thofe 

* kings who gave their power and ftrength unto the 
' beaft, thefe fhall hate the whore, and fhall make 

* her dcfolate and naked, and fhall eat her fiefh, apd 

* burn her with fire. . For God has, put it in their 
'•hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree to give their 
' kingdoms unto the bc^fl:, until Ae words of God 
[ ihaU be fulfilled/ 

May 
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May wc not hence conclude, it to be highly pro* 
hable, that what has taken place m Franae will be 
done in other countries \ JBut the total deftru^kion 
of thisgreaf aoticbriftian power feemsto be referred 
for the fecond coming of Chrift in perfon, by the 
hrightnejs of whoff appearance^ and not before, he is, 
according to the apofUe Paul, to be completely de^ 
Jiroyed. And with this view, as well as others, every 
Proteftant Chriftian fhould fay, 'Come, Lord Jefus, 

* come quickly/ In the jpcan time, let us attend to 
the folemn admonition in the Revelation xviii. 4* 
' I heard a voice from heaven, iaying, Ccnne out of 

* her, my people, that ye be not partakers of hor fins, 

* and that ye receive not of her plagues. For het 
'fins have reached unto heaven, and God hath re- 

* mcmbercd her iniquides */ 1 

* That the opinion here advanced^ concerning tbe danger of 
the civil powers of Europe, in confequence of their connexion 
with AQtichriftian ecclefiafHcai fyftemt, has been long enter* 
tained by me» may i^ppear from the following extract from mf 
Hifioty of the Corruptions ofCbriflianity, vol. ii. p. 4S4. ** It is no- 
** thing bnt the alliance of the kingdom of Chrift with the king* 
*' doms of this world (an alliance which our Lord himfelf tz- 
^* preAly difclaimed) that fuppons the grofleft corruptions of 

. /' ChrilUanity ; and perhaps we muft wait for the fall 0f the civil 
" powers before this moft annatni^ alliance be broken. Call* 

^ ** mitous, no doubts will that time be. Bnt what convulfion m 
*' the political world ought to be a fubjeA of lamentation, if k 
** be attended with fo defirable an. event f May the kingdoni of 
** Godf and of Chrift, (that which I conceive to be intended 
** in the Lord's Prayer) truly and folly come, though all the 
<« kingdoms ot the world be removed ia Older to nuke w«y for 
•« it.'' 

As 



^ '^ As ihticcond coming ofChrift' wilF fecdiiring the 
general prevalence t)f irifidefity, "(cf it will lie fadddtt; 
and moft uncxpcdcd." ' This is the languSfge^Bf' ouf 
Saviour hinxfclf, Mat^xxiv. 37. ^•Ar'die*'<J3ys of 

* Noah were, fo Ihall the'cotning of the S&n of Mart 
^ be. For as in the days before the flood, they were 

* eating, and drinkmg; 'marrying, -and giving in mar- 

* riage, unto the day that Noah entered into the ark, 

* and knew not till the flood Came, and took theni 

* all away, fo' fhall alfo the coming of the Son of 
*' Mart be.' Luke xvii; "a«/ ' Likewile, alfo as it 

* was in die days of Lbt. They did ^at; th^y dranlc, 

* they bought, they^ fold, they planfedj riieybuildcd. 

* But the fame day that 'Lot wentoutof Sociom, he 

* rained fire and brimftone from lieaveri, ' and de- 

* ftroyed them all. Even thus- (hall it be when the 

* Son of Man is revealed.' The apoftle. Paul filfo 
iaysi I Thcf. v. 2. . f Yourfelves know perfeftlyi, 
':£hat,the day. of the Lord fo c^nieth a& a thief in 
•flit hight; For when they \lhall fay ; peace anA 

* fafcty, tli[en fuddea deftrudion come th upon theiin 
5 as travail upon a woman, with ch^d,. and they ihsdl 
^nottffcape.' ^^' 

]^ut /fudden arid xinexpefted as tiic <;bming of 
Chfift WU be, it will bje moft confpicuous. Speaking 
6f Ws ret&rfi, hefeys, M^t..xxiv. 26. * if they fhall 
5 %'\inti^ you, Behold he-' (i/e. the Meffiaji) .\k in 

* ,thjc dcferii go not^ forthb « Behold he is. iB.the fecret 
^ chaimbers, believe^k not. For as the fightnirig 
^cometh out of the eaft, an4 Ihincth even untothc 

*wcft. 
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f weftyfdfhaU-alfa the- coming of the Son of Marf 

* be/. As the afcent of Jefus was con{picuous, and 
pipbaWy lcifi4rclf>^ w5tt*.be his dcfcent. While 
the difcliptei -were Viewing him as* he afcended, we 
rcadi- Aftsi i©> * two men fliood by them in white 
^ apparcl>.'wha.^lfo- faidjYemen of Galilee, why 
< ftagnd yc galzii^^up into heaven?: This fame Jefus, 
? who Js taken from you inccr^heaven, (hall fo come in 
^ like manner ai ye have feen him go into heaven/ 
Here is na:figutative- language, no ariibiguous ex- 
preffiori. Neither is there in what the apoftlc lays 
concerning the refurrdftion of the virtuous dead, 
which wiH -.take place at the coming of Cfarift, 
which; iff the 'Rfevelarion is called the firfi refurrec^ 
lion, I TheC'iv. 14. ^If we believe that Jeftrs died^ 

* and rofe again, even lb them alfo who flcep ih Jc- 
*.lus fhall G^ brtr^ with him. l^dr this we fay 

* unto* you, by the word of the Lord, that we who 

* are alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 

* (hall have no advantage over thofe who are afleep. 

* For the Lord himfclf fhall defcend from heaven, 

* with a Ihout, with the voice of the archangel, and 

* with the trump of God, and the dead in Chrift 
' Ihall rife firft. Then we who are alive, and re- 
^ main, (hall be caught up together with them in the 
^ clouds, to meet' the Lord in the air, and fo fhalj 
^ we ever be with the Lord.' Again he fays, i Cor. 
XV. 51. • We (hall not all flccjir, 'but we (hall all be 
^ changed, in a moment, irt the twinkling of an eye, 

* at the laft trump. For the trumpet fhall found, and 

^ the 



' the dead Ihall be railed incorruptible^ ahd we (hall 

* be changed/ 

The certainty of this great eataftrophe ihould be 
a fufficient motive .with sdl Chriftiaiis^ who> as fuch^ 
entertain no doubt with refpeft to the &&» to keep it 
conftandy in view, and to regulate dieir whole con- 
du£k with a view to it* But if we apprehend k to be 
in a ftrider fcnfe of the word really t?^^, which, front 
the prcfent afpc£t of things, I own I am inclined td 
think may be the cafe, our attention is drawn to it in 
a moft forcible manner. Did we really ^xpeft to fee 
dus great events viz. . the coming of Chrift in the 
clouds of heaven» we fhould hardly think or ^ak cyf 
any thing eUe } aixi the prefent commotidaa in the 
political world, extraordinary as they certainly are, 
would, appear as nothing in compariibn with it. 
What would otherwife be greats would, with relpe£i: 
to this, feem exceedingly /i///f, and infighificant. 

What then, my brethren, is the praftical inference 
that we Ihould draw from finding, or even fufpeft- 
ing, ourfelves to be in diis fituation, the kingdom of 
heaven being at hand, but to repent, and by a 
change of heart and of life to be prepared for it; that? 

* wjien our Lord ihall return, and take an account 

* of his feryants, we may be found of him without 

* fpot and biamelefs, and not be aihamed before him 
^ at his coming V ^ Seeing/ as the apoftle Peter fays, 
' we look for thefe diings, what manner of perfons 
' ought we to be, in all holy converfatioil and god*^ 
' linefs.' 

. The 
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- The afpe& of dilngs, it cannot be denied, is> in 
the higheft degree, alarming, making life, and every 
thing in it, peculi^ly uncertain. What could have 
been more unexp|b£ted than the events of any one of 
the 1:^ four year^, at the beginning of it ? What a 
total revolution in the ideas, and condufi: of a whole 
nation! What a total fubverfion of principles, what 
reveries of fortune, and what a wafte of life ! In how 
bloody and eventful a war are we engaged,^ how in- 
confiderable in its begging, how rapid and wide in 
its progrefs, and how dark with reipeft to its termi- 
nation! At firft it refembled Elijah's cloud, appear- 
ing no bigger than a man's hand; but now it covers, 
and darkens, the whole European hemifphere ! 

Now, whatever we may think, as politicians (and 
with us every man will have his own opinion, on a 
ilibjeft fo interefting to us all) I would, in this place, 
admonifh you not to overlook the hand of God in 
the great fcene that is now opening upon us. Nothing 
can ever come to pafs without his appointment, or 
perraiflion j and then, whatever be the views gf men, 
we cannot doubt, but that his are always wife, righ- 
teous, and good. Let us, therefore, exercife faith in 
him, believing that though * clouds and darknefs are 

* round about him, rightcoufnefs and judgment arc 

* for ever the habitation of his throne * All thofc 
who J^pear on the theatre of public affairs, in the 
field, or the cabinet, both thofe whom we praife, and 
thofe whom we blame, are equally inflruments in his 
hands, and execute all his pleafure. Let this reflec- 
tion. 
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uon, then, in our cooler moments, (and I hope we 
fliall endeavour, in all the tumult of afiairs, to make 
thefe as many as poffible) lead us to look more to 
God, and lefs to man; and conlcquendy, in all the 
troubles in which wc may be invoked, repofe the 
moft unfhaken confidence in him, iand thence * in 
1 patience pofieis our own foxds,* efpecially^when it is 
evident that it is wholly out of our. power to alter 
the courfe of events; If we be carc&l fo to live as 
to be at all times prepared to die, what have we to 
fear, even though, as. the Pfalmift feys, the ^ earth be 

* removed, and the mountains be citxkd into the 

* midft of the fea?' Whatever turri the courfe of 
things may take, it cannot then be to our difadvan- 
tage. What, then, fhould hinder 9ur contemplating 
the great fcene, that feems now to be opening upon 
us, awful as it is, with tranquillity, and even with fa^ 
tisfadion, from our firm, pcrfuafion, that its termina- 
tion will be glorious and happy ? .^;_ , 

. Laftly, the more there are who indulge thefe en- 
larged and juft views, who cultivate a fenfc of piety 
to God (which will always lead us to fupprefs refent- 
ment, and to promote goodwill towards men) the 
more favour, in the righteous adminiftrarion of Pro- 
yidence, will be fhewn to the country in. which they 
(haljijbfc found God, we know, wqyld have fpared 
evpn Sodom, if fo many as ten righteous men had 
been found in it; and diir Saviolir, alluding, as I am 
inclined to think, to thefe very times, which feem to 
be approaching, fays, that ^ for the elefL's' fake they 
8 ^ wiU 
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* will be fhortened.' For our own fakes, therefore, 
jfbr the fake of our friends, of our country, and 
of every thing that is dear to us in it, let us attend 
to the admonition of my text, ' to repent, for the 

* kingdom of heaven is at hand/ It is ' righteouf- 

* nefs that exalteth a nation', and ^ fin* only is the 

* reproach,' and will be the ruin, * of any people.' 
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Having originally got the leading ideas tliat 
i-are enlarged upon in the preceding difcourfe from 
Dr. Hartleys Obfjgrvations an Man, a work publiflicd 
in 1749^ I think it n^ay net be aoiifs to fubjoin to it 
Ibme extra&s from that cworkj as, from his authority^ 
the feriows apprehenfions with which I have, ever 
iTince I read it, been in^prcfied, wiH receive more 
weight, than they could acquire tfrom any perfon, 
who, writing in thefe times, might be fuppofed to be 
particularly influenced by the alpcft of them, and by 
liis own fituation with reaped to them, i m(h like- 
wife by this, a^ well as every other means, to direft 
;the attention of my readers to that ihoft excellent 
work, to which I am indebted, if I may ib /ay, for 
the whole moral conformation «f my mind, 

<* How ne«- the diffohifion of the prefent govern- 
'fl^ent^ generally or particularly, may be, would be 
great r?iflinefs to alBrm. Chrift will come in this 
ienfe alTo ' ^s a thief in the night/ Our duty is (there- 
fore to watch ^nd to pray s to be fiiithful {bewards $ 
10 give meat, and aJtt other icquilitcs, in due feafon, 
to thofe under our carc^ %td to endeavour by thefe, 
and all other lawful means, .to prefcrve the govcrn- 
inciit, under whofe proteftion we live, from dif- 

D 2 folucioDy 
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folution, feeking the peace of it, and fubmitting to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake. No 
prayers, no endeavours of this kind can fail of hav- 
ing fome good efFed, public or private, for the pre- 
fervation of ourfelves and others* The great difpen- 
fations of Providence are condufted by means that 
are either fecre.t, or, if they appe^r^ that are judged 
feeble and inefficacious. — No man can tell, however 
. private his ftation may be, but his fervent prayer 
' may avail to the falvation of much people. .But it 
' is more peculiarly the duty of magiftrates thus to 
■ watch over their fubjefts, to pray for them, and to 
fet about the reformation of all matters civil and cc- 
clefiaftical, to the utmoft of their power. Good 
'governors may promote the welfare and qontinuance 
of a ftate, and wicked ones muft accelerate Its ruin." 
" The facred hiftory affords us inftances of both 
kinds, and they are recorded there for the admonition 
of kings and princes in all future times." V. ii. p. 368. 
" There are many prophecies which declare the 
fall of the e'cclefiaftical powers of the Chriftian 
world. And though each church fcems to flatter 
itfelf with the hopes of being exempted ; yet it is 
very plain that the prophetical characters belong to 
all. They have all left the true, pure, fimple reli- 
gion, and teach for'doftrines the commandments of 
'lii'en. They ard ^ riierchants of the earth, and have 
Tet lip a kingdom of this t^drld, abounding in riches, 
'temporal power, and external pomp. They have all 
a dogmatizing fpirit, and perfecute fuch as do not 
5 receive 
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receive their own mark, , and worfhip the .image 
which they have fct up. They all negledfc Chrift's 
command of preaching the gofpel to all nations, and 
even that of going to ' the loft fheep of the houfe of 

* Ifrael ;' there being innumerable multitudes in all 
Chriftian countries who have never been taught to 
read,' and who are in other relpefts alfo deftitute of 
the means of faving knowledge. 'Tis very true that 
the church of Rome is ^ Babylon the great and the 

* mother of harlots,' and of the ' abominations of tht 

* earth/ But all the reft have copied her example' 
more or lefs. They have all received money like 
Gebazi; and therefore the leprofy of Naaman will 
cleave to them, and to their feed for ever. And this 
impurity may be confidered, not only as juftifying the 
application of the prophecies to all the Chriftian 
churches, but as a natural caufe for their downfall. 
Tjie corrupt governors of the feveral churches will 
ever oppofe the true gofpel, and in fo doing will 
bring ruin upon themfelves." P. 371. 

" As the downfall of the Jewifh ftate under Titus 
was the occafion of the publication of the gofpel to 
us Gentiles, fo our downfall may contribute to the 
reftoration of the Jews, and both together bring on 
the final publication and prevalence of the true re- ' 
ligion. Thus the type and the thing typified will ' 
coincide. The firft fruits and the lump are made 
holy together." P. 375. 

" The downfall of the civil and ecclefiaftical 
powers muft both be attended with fuch public* 
calamities, as will make men ferious, and alfo 
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4rivc them from the countries of Cbrijiendom mtb tfic 
remote parts of the work)> particularly into the EaH^ 
and Wcft-Indicsi whither, confcquently, they willJ 
earry their religion, now purified &on;i errors and 
fUperftkions.^ P. 377. 

^^ That woFldly-mkid^efi, atKi negled of duty 
in the clergy,, muft haften our run, cannot be doubt« 
cA Thefe are •the fait of the earth,' and the *^^Bght 
* .of the world.' If they lofi their favour, the whole 
nation, where this happens, will be converted into- 
one putrid' ma(L If their light become darkneis, the* 
^bolc body politic muft be dark. alfo. The de- 
generacy of the court of Romt^, and feci^ btihops 
abroad, are too notorious to be mentioned. They 
almoft ceafe xq^ give offence, as they fcarce pretend' 
X^ Wf fundtioji or authority befides what is temporaU- 
Yet ftiU'thwe is great mockery- of God in their ex- 
temd pomp, and profanation of ikcred dtle$i which,? 
iboner or later, will bring down vengeancifc upon/ 
them. And a3 the court of Rome has been at the 
head of the great apoftafy^. and eorruption^ of the 
Chriilian churchy and feems evidently.' marked out- 
in yarioiB places of the fcriptures,. the fcvcrcfl ju^r 
ments are probably ixfervedfor her. But I rather 
choofc to fpcak to what falls under the t>bfervariQn<' 
of all ferious, attentive perfons in this kingdom. The* 
fliperior clergy are in; general, ambitiousy and eager 
in the purfuit of riches i flatterers of the great, and* 
fubfervient to party intereft;, negligent of their own' 
immediate charges, and alib of the inferior clergy^ 

and 



and their imtnediate charges. The inferior dctgf 
imitate their fuperiors, and in general take Jittkr 
more care of their parifhes than barely what i$ nc- 
celiary to avoid the cenfure of the law. And the 
clergy of all ranks are^ in gi^neral, either ignorant^ 
or if they do apply,, it is rather to pFO&ne learnings 
to philofophical or political matters, than to the 
ftudy of the Icriptures, of the Oriental langpages, of 
the fathers,, and ecclefiaftical authors, aiul of the 
writings of devout men. in different ag!» of the 
churchv I fay this is in general the caie ;. k e« far 
die greater part of the clergy of all ranks in thii^ 
kingdom arc of this kind But there are fome of ^ 
quite different cfaara6ler; men eminent for piety,, 
&cred leaming,^ and: the ^thful diicharge of dieir 
duty,, and who,, it is not to be dbubted^ moum in 
iibcret for the crying (ins of this and other nadons. 
The clergy, in general^ are alfo far more free from 
open and grofi vices,, than any other denominatbn of 
men amongft us, phyficians, lawyers,, merchants, 
Ibldiers, &c. However, this may be otherwife 
hereafter. For it is fSkid .that in fbme foreign coun- 
tries the fupcrior clergy, in others the inferior,, are as< 
corrupt and abandoned, or more fb, than any other 
order of men. The clergy in this kingdom feem to 
be what one, mi^texpeft from the mixture of good 
and bad inffuences diat ^fkSt them* But then, if 
we make this candid allowance for ibw^ we tmnSt. 
aUb make it for perfons b the high ranks of life, for 
their infidelity, lewdnefs, and fordid felf-intereft- 
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And though it becomes an humble, charitable and 
impartial man, to make all thefe allowances, yet 
he cannot but fee, that the judgments of God arc 
ready to fall upon us all for thefe things i and that 
they may fall firft, aitd with the greateft weight, 
upon thofe, who, having the higheft office commit- 
ted to them in the fpiritual kingdom of Chriftj neg- 
Icft it, and are become mere ' merchiants, of the 

* earth,* and ' fhepherds that feed themfelves, and 

* not their flocks.' P. 450. 

*' Thefe are my real and earneft fentimcnts upon 
thefe points. It would be great raflinefs to fix a time 
for the breaking of the ftorm that hangs over our 
heads, as it is blindnefs and infatuation not to fee it ; 
nor to be aware, that it may break. And yet this 
infatuation has al\vays attended all falling ftates. The 
kingdoms of Judah and Ifrael, which are the types of 
aU the reft, were thus infatuated. It may be, that 
the prophecies concerning Edom, Moab, Ammon, 
Tyre, Egypt, &c. will become applicable to par- 
ticular kingdoms before their fall, and warn the 
good to flee out of thenl. And Chriftendom in 
general feems ready to affume to itfclf the place and 
lot of the Jews, after they had rejefted their Meffiah, 
the Saviour of the world. Let no one deceive him- 
fclf, or others. The prefent circumftances of the 
world are extraordinary and critical, beyond what 
has ever yet happened. If we refufe to let Chrift 
reign over us, as our Redeemer and Saviour, we 
OTuft be flain before his face, as enemies, at his fe- 
cond coming." 455. 
. •• : To 
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To thefc paffages from Dr. Hartley, I Iball add 
another from an excellent Sermon preached in the 
chapel of iTrinity College^ Cambridge^ December ij, 
1793, the day appointed for the commemoration of the 
BenefaSiors to that Society, p. 13, &c. 

'^ Nature recoils with horror at die fpeftacle now 
prefented by their unfortunate country [France]. 
Under the guidance, however, of divine revelation, 
the contemplative mind may difcern the figns of 
thefe times, and the hand of Providence diredtirg 
the madnefs of the people. The oracles of truth, 
when foretelling the pcrfecutions to be endured by 
Chriftians, affure us, ' He that killeth with the 
* fvvord, muft be killed with the fword.' ^b^ have 
Jhed (faith the angel) the blood of faints and prophets^ 
and thou haft given them blood to drink 5 for they art 
worthy. Deftrudion awaits the perfecutor. And it 
muft excite our aftonilhment to fee veftigcs of this 
.righteous difpenfation in what is paffing before us. 
Lyons is recorded in early hiftory, as the fpot where 
a company of Martyrs glorified God. Lyons is now 
devoted, and its name erafed from the memory of 
man. Paris once ftreamed with the blood of tlic 
Hugonots: Paris hath fince been dyed with the 
flaughter of that court and clergy, which inftigatcd 
the unutterable deed.'* 

" Let us, too, be honeft in declaring, whether if 
the maflacre of Saint Bartholomew, the revocation of 
the edid of Nantz, or a Spanilh ad of faith, were 
didated by the fpirit of Antichrift \ the deprivation 

©f 



4ft Appendix. 

kX Alt TWO THOUSAND cjcdtcd Miniftcrs; the fe-r 
^v^rities which forced our countrymen to take re- 
Age in the wilds of America, and the two religious 
^conflagrations which have difgraced our own days, 
dcmonftratcd the prefiding influence of a mind like * 
fhtt: which was in Jcfus." 

. ^ One particular in which the prophecy appears 
to cnli^ten us, is the fete of the Galfican church. 
The revolted city of the apocalypfc is fuppofcd to 
fcprefcAt the Antichriftian community efbtblifhed io 
jhe £ur(f)ean territory of the weftern Roman em* 
f)ire> ftiU f(d)fifting in its poUarchical and difmem-- 
iMtred ftate. Of this city it is written, diat the faU 
4»f a tenth part would a Ihort time precede that of 
.^e reilj and that its overthrow would be accompa* 
liied by an earthquake, and the deftruftion offsven 
jphUiads of tb0 names rf mm. As France was one of 
^he ten kingdoms founded on the ruins of the weftr- 
xm empire ; as violent comnxKions are now agitat- 
ing the poliocal world, froni the Boryfthenes to the 
Atlantic $ as feven clafles have lately been deprived 
of their privileges and tides ; the curiofity of the 
Chriftian fcholar is beyond mcafure excited; and 
frill be gratified with the difcovery of various cir- 
ctimftances which will confirm his faith j but which 
ja defirc of brevity obliges me to refer to his private 
fionfideration. One queftipn, however, I cannot help 
proppfingj that if w^ be of that chofcn people who 
Jiave in truth come out of Babylon, who partake not 
l^her fins, and merit not her plagues, why fhould we 

appear 



